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Dear Model Continuation School,

Congratulations on being selected as a 2022 Model School!

Each year, CCEA+ and the California Department of Education take deep 
pride in recognizing the schools chosen to be Model Continuation High 
Schools.

We would like to celebrate your school’s achievement and invite you and 
your staff to the 2022 CCEA+ Annual Conference. At the conference, 
CCEA+ will honor your school in person at our Model Schools Gala 
Celebration. This awards dinner will be held on Friday, May 6th in Long 
Beach at The Aquarium of the Pacific.

Your school serves as an example to all other continuation schools in the 
state. Please join us at this year's conference the weekend of May 5-8 
in Long Beach, CA. Let our community honor your school’s leadership, 
students, parents, teachers, counseling and administrative staff. 

The CCEA+ conference can be subsidized by utilizing Comprehensive 
School Improvement (CSI) monies delegated to your respective sites.

Your presence at this year’s conference will help bolster CCEA’s effort 
to provide resources and guidance to other schools. Come and hear 
about best practices from educators from across the state. We’ll have 
experts from the California Department of Education to answer your 
questions about the DASS. In addition to the workshops and keynote 
speaker, we have found that attendees value the opportunity to meet 
and share ideas with colleagues from continuation schools throughout 
California. 
 
Register and pay online before March 17th to get $50 off! 

Kindest Regards,
Vic Whitaker 
CCEA Plus Executive Director

CALIFORNIA CONTINUATION EDUCATION ASSOCIATION PLUS

VIC WHITAKER
Executive Director / Treasurer
Educational Consultant
San Diego, CA

GERARDO “JERRY” ABRICA
President
Citrus High School 
Porterville, CA

DANIEL BARAJAS
Vice President
Del Lago Academy 
Escondido, CA

SHARON CLARK 
Secretary
Valley High School
Escondido, CA

GRANT THOR 
Director of Model Schools
Washington Unified Alternative 
Education Schools
Fresno, CA

LAURETTA ELDRIDGE 
Northern California Representative
Tierra Del Sol Continuation High
Bakersfield, CA

JOE ANTONELLI 
Southern California Representative
Orange Grove High School
Corona, CA

DAN SACKHEIM 
CDE Ambassador
California Dept. of Education
Fair Oaks, CA

CONTACT US

THE SPOTLIGHT
 

W W W . C C E A N E T . O R G

01
F I R S T  I S S U E
A U G U S T  2 0 2 3

SAVE THE DATE

A u g u s t  2 3 ,  2 0 2 3

M o d e l  S c h o o l  A p p l i c a t i o n

Q  &  A  Z o o m  S e s s i o n  

( 3 : 3 0  -  4 : 3 0  L i n k  o n  p .  3 )

A u g u s t  3 1 ,  2 0 2 3

I n t e n t  T o  S u b m i t  D u e

S e p t e m b e r  6 ,  2 0 2 3

A p p l i c a t i o n  D u e

O c t o b e r  6 ,  2 0 2 3

N o r t h e r n  A p p l i c a t i o n s

R e v i e w e d  &  R a t e d

O c t o b e r  1 3 ,  2 0 2 3

S o u t h e r n  A p p l i c a t i o n s

R e v i e w e d  &  R a t e d

O c t o b e r  1 6  -  D e c e m b e r  1 5

S i t e  V a l i d a t i o n  V i s i t s

A MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD
T o  O u r  A l t .  E d .  C o m m u n i t y ,  

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  h a r d  w o r k ,  s a c r i f i c e ,  p a t i e n c e ,  c o m p a s s i o n ,

d e d i c a t i o n  a n d  a l l  o f  y o u r  t i r e l e s s  e f f o r t s  t o  n u r t u r e  a n d  s u p p o r t  t h e

c o m m u n i t i e s  y o u  s e r v e .  

T h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  i s  t h e  f i r s t  o f  a n  e f f o r t  f r o m  C C E A  P l u s  t o  p r o m o t e  a n d

b r i n g  a  g r e a t e r  s p o t l i g h t  o n  a l l  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  a n d  e x c i t i n g  n e w s ,

e v e n t s  a n d  p r o g r a m s  o c c u r r i n g  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s .  O u r  a i m  i s  t o

p r o m o t e  a n d  e q u i p  s c h o o l s  to  e x c e l  s t i l l  m o r e  i n  t h e i r  p u r s u i t  t o  m e e t

t h e  v a r i o u s  n e e d s  o f  a l l  s t a k e h o l d e r s .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n

w i t h i n  e a c h  n e w s l e t t e r  w i l l  f o c u s  o n  m o d e l  c o n t i n u a t i o n  s c h o o l s

a c r o s s  C a l i f o r n i a  h i g h l i g h t i n g  b e s t  p r a c t i c e s ,  p r o g r a m s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s

t h a t  f o c u s  o n  p r e v e n t i o n ,  e n r i c h m e n t  a n d  i n t e r v e n t i o n .  

P l e a s e  j o i n  u s  o n  t h i s  j o u r n e y  o f  g r o w t h  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t y .

S i n c e r e l y ,

C C E A  P l u s  B o a r d
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EXEMPLARY PROGRAM AWARD WINNER
I n  2 0 2 3 ,  C H S  w a s  a w a r d e d  f o r  t h e i r  A d v i s o r y  p r o g r a m .  A  s t a n d  a l o n e

p e r i o d  t h a t  m e e t s  d a i l y  f o r  3 0  m i n u t e s  w i t h  a  s t r u c t u r e d  f o c u s .  T h e

C i t r u s  A d v i s o r y  p r o g r a m  i s  t h e  m e c h a n i s m  i n  w h i c h  m e s s a g i n g  i s

c o m m u n i c a t e d ,  s t u d e n t s  a r e  c o n n e c t e d  t o  a n  a d u l t  a d v o c a t e ,  s k i l l s  a r e

d e v e l o p e d ,  p r o g r e s s  i s  m o n i t o r e d  a n d  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d .  

A s  o f  t h i s  y e a r ,  C i t r u s  s t a f f  c o m m i t t e d  t o  a  d a i l y  A d v i s o r y  p e r i o d  w i t h

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s c o p e  a n d  s e q u e n c e .  M o n d a y s  a n d  W e d n e s d a y s  -

I m p r o v i n g  L i t e r a c y  a n d  S t u d e n t  P r o g r e s s  M o n i t o r i n g .  T u e s d a y s  -

C o l l e g e  a n d  C a r e e r  R e a d i n e s s  ( C C R ) .  T h u r s d a y s  -  S o c i a l - E m o t i o n a l

L e a r n i n g .  F r i d a y s  -  F i n i s h  S t r o n g  F r i d a y s  ( A d v i s o r y  i n c e n t i v e s ,

c o m p e t i t i o n s ,  t e a m - b u i l d i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  e t c . ) .  T h e  A d v i s o r y  c u r r i c u l u m

w a s  d e v e l o p e d  b y  C H S  s t a f f  w i t h  s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e  d i s t r i c t  t o  i n c l u d e

i n n o v a t i v e  t e c h n o l o g y  s u c h  a s  R e a d T h e o r y  a n d  N e a r p o d .  T h e  a i m  o f

A d v i s o r y  i s  f o r  e a c h  s t u d e n t  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e i r  l i t e r a c y  s k i l l s ,  l e a r n  t o

s e l f - a d v o c a t e ,   a n d  t o  p r e p a r e  t h e m  f o r  c o l l e g e  a n d / o r  c a r e e r .  T h e

h a l l m a r k  o f  C H S  i s  t h a t  e v e r y  s t u d e n t  f e e l s  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  e n c o u r a g e d ,

c o a c h e d  a n d  c o n n e c t e d  t o  t h e i r  C i t r u s  f a m i l y .

T h e  w o r k  a t  C i t r u s  i s  n o t  c o m p l e t e ,  b u t  s t a f f  f e e l  m o r e  t h a n  e v e r

s t u d e n t s  a r e  p o i s e d  t o  b e  c o l l e g e  b o u n d  a n d  w o r k f o r c e  r e a d y .  

NEXT STEPS
C i t r u s  H S  i s  p r o u d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a w a r d e d  m o d e l  s c h o o l  s t a t u s  f o r  t h r e e

c o n s e c u t i v e  t e r m s .  S t a f f  a t  C i t r u s  h a v e  a  g r o w t h  m i n d s e t  w h i c h  d r i v e s

t h e m  t o w a r d s  p u r s u i n g  g r e a t n e s s  t o  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  C H S  c o m m u n i t y .

A p p l y i n g  t h e  c o n t i n u o u s  i m p r o v e m e n t  m o d e l  i s  n e x t  f o r  C i t r u s  a s  t h e y

r e f i n e  a n d  e q u i p  t h e i r  A d v i s o r y  p r o g r a m  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f

c o l l e g e  a n d  c a r e e r .  C H S  w i l l  i m p l e m e n t  t h e  C C R  p l a t f o r m  X e l l o  t o

f u r t h e r  e n g a g e  s t u d e n t s  t o  b u i l d  t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e ,  s k i l l s  a n d  d i s c o v e r  a

p a t h w a y  t h a t ' s  a l i g n e d  t o  t h e i r  d r e a m s  a n d  g o a l s .  S i m i l a r l y ,  C i t r u s  w i l l

c o n t i n u e  t o  e x p a n d  i t s  p a r t n e r s h i p s  w i t h  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  t o  c o n n e c t

s t u d e n t s  t o  l i f e  a f t e r  h i g h  s c h o o l .  

THIS MONTH'S SPOTLIGHT IS ON... DEMOGRAPHICS
L o c a t i o n :  P o r t e r v i l l e ,  C A

D i s t r i c t :  P o r t e r v i l l e  U n i f i e d

D i s t r i c t  P o p :  1 4 , 3 0 0

F e e d e r  S c h o o l s :  6

S c h o o l  P o p :  1 6 0  -  2 2 0

C e r t i f i c a t e d  S t a f f :  1 3

T o t a l  S t a f f :  2 4

M o d e l  S c h o o l  S i n c e :  2 0 1 7

TIP OF THE MONTH
C i t r u s  H S  u s e s  a  v a r i a b l e  c r e d i t

s y s t e m .  T o  s o l v e  t h e  i s s u e  o f

g a t h e r i n g  r e a l - t i m e  d a t a ,  C H S

t e a c h e r s  c o l l a b o r a t e  u s i n g  t h e i r

g r a d e b o o k s  t o  h e l p  m o n i t o r  t h e

p r o g r e s s  o f  a l l  s t u d e n t s .

T e a c h e r s  h a v e  e m b e d d e d  a

g r a d i n g  c a t e g o r y  i n  t h e i r  A e r i e s

g r a d e b o o k  t i t l e d  " C r e d i t s

E a r n e d . "  O n  a  b i - w e e k l y  b a s i s  a

" P r o g r e s s  b y  S t u d e n t "  r e p o r t  i s

g e n e r a t e d  w h i c h  d i s p l a y s  e a c h

s t u d e n t ' s  p r o g r e s s  p e r  c l a s s  ( i . e .

g r a d e ,  a s s i g n m e n t s  c o m p l e t e d

a n d  m i s s e d  a n d  c r e d i t s  e a r n e d ) .

E a c h  t e a c h e r ' s  p d f  r e p o r t  i s

m e r g e d  t o  c r e a t e  a  s c h o o l w i d e

r e p o r t  f o r  a l l  s t a f f  t o  r e v i e w .

F r o m  t h i s  r e p o r t  s t u d e n t  n e e d s

c a n  b e  a d d r e s s e d  a n d

i n t e r v e n t i o n s  m o b i l i z e d .   

PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE
I t  i s  t h e  g o a l  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  C i t r u s

H i g h  S c h o o l  s t a f f  t h a t  t h e  t i m e  a

s t u d e n t  s p e n d s  o n  o u r  c a m p u s  b e

r e w a r d i n g  a n d  m e a n i n g f u l .   

W e  a r e  c o m m i t t e d  t o  s e r v e  t h e

C i t r u s  l e a r n i n g  c o m m u n i t y ,  a s  w e

a r e  d r i v e n  t o  i n s p i r e ,  m o t i v a t e ,

e m p o w e r ,  a n d  g u i d e  a l l  s t u d e n t s

t o  a  b r i g h t e r  f u t u r e .  

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  w e  w i l l  p r e p a r e  o u r

s t u d e n t s  w i t h  t h e  n e c e s s a r y

s k i l l s  s o  t h e y  g r a d u a t e  f r o m  h i g h

s c h o o l  a s  s e l f - d i r e c t e d ,  e f f e c t i v e

c o m m u n i c a t o r s  a n d  l i f e - l o n g

l e a r n e r s  i n  t h e i r  p u r s u i t  o f

c o l l e g e  o r  c a r e e r .  

 
- M r .  A p o l i n a r  M a r r o q u i n



THE VALUE OF MODEL SCHOOLS
C C E A  P l u s  h a s  p a r t n e r e d  w i t h  t h e  C D E  t o

i m p l e m e n t  t h e  M o d e l  C o n t i n u a t i o n  H i g h

S c h o o l  R e c o g n i t i o n  P r o g r a m  s i n c e  1 9 9 0 .

T h e  C o n t i n u a t i o n  H i g h  S c h o o l  M o d e l

R e c o g n i t i o n  P r o g r a m  s e e k s  t o  h i g h l i g h t

c o n t i n u a t i o n  h i g h  s c h o o l s  t h a t  a r e

i n n o v a t i n g  h o w  t h e y  o f f e r  e d u c a t i o n a l

p r o g r a m i n g  t o  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  a r e  i n  d a n g e r

o f  d r o p p i n g  o u t  o r  f a i l i n g  o u t  o f  h i g h

s c h o o l .  T h e r e  a r e  o v e r  4 0 0  c o n t i n u a t i o n

h i g h  s c h o o l s  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  o n l y  1 0 0

s c h o o l s  t o  d a t e  h o l d  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f

M o d e l  C o n t i n u a t i o n  H i g h  S c h o o l .

T h e  c h a n g e s  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  f e w  y e a r s  h a v e

c o m p o u n d e d  t h e  d i f f i c u l t  w o r k  r e q u i r e d

o f  c o n t i n u a t i o n  s c h o o l s ,  y e t  a  s c h o o l  d o e s

n o t  h a v e  t o  d o  t h i s  a l o n e .  B e c o m i n g  a

M o d e l  C o n t i n u a t i o n  S c h o o l  a l l o w s  y o u r

s c h o o l  t o  s h a r e  b e s t  p r a c t i c e s  a n d  o p e n s

u p  n e t w o r k s  t h a t  c a n  b r i n g  c o n t i n u a t i o n

s c h o o l s  t o g e t h e r  t o  i n c r e a s e  o u t c o m e s  o f

t h e i r  s t u d e n t s .  I f  y o u  d o  n o t  t h i n k  y o u r

s c h o o l  i s  r e a d y  t o  s u b m i t ,  c o n s i d e r

v o l u n t e e r i n g  t o  b e  a  r e a d e r .  B e i n g  a

r e a d e r  i s  a n o t h e r  g r e a t  w a y  t o  l e a r n  a b o u t

t h e  M o d e l  C o n t i n u a t i o n  S c h o o l

A p p l i c a t i o n  P r o c e s s  a n d  c e r t i f i e s  t h e

r e a d e r  t o  c o n d u c t  M o d e l  C o n t i n u a t i o n

H i g h  S c h o o l  v i s i t s .  T h e  s c h o o l

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t e s  w i l l

b e c o m e  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  e v e r y  s t e p  o f  t h e

p r o c e s s .  Y o u  c a n  g e t  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n

a b o u t  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t h r o u g h  o u r

w e b s i t e ,  u s i n g  t h e  l i n k  b e l o w  o r  b y

r e a c h i n g  o u t  t o  u s  o n  o u r  F a c e b o o k  p a g e .

C C E A  P l u s  i s  e x c i t e d  t o  p a r t n e r  w i t h  y o u

a s  w e  m o v e  f o r w a r d  t o g e t h e r .   

OPPORTUNITIES

SOCIAL MEDIA

USEFUL LINKS
2 0 2 3 - 2 0 2 4  M o d e l  S c h o o l  A p p l i c a t i o n  N o w  A v a i l a b l e

M o d e l  S c h o o l  A p p l i c a t i o n  Q  &  A  Z o o m  S e s s i o n

W e b i n a r s  F r o m  P r e v i o u s  C o n f e r e n c e

2 0 2 3  M o d e l  S c h o o l  A w a r d s  G a l a  P h o t o s

RECENT NEWS & RESOURCES

V o l u n t e e r  a t  t h e  2 0 2 4  C o n f e r e n c e

S i g n  U p  t o  b e  a  M o d e l  S c h o  o l  R e a d e r

" T h e  S p o t l i g h t "  F e e d b a c k  F o r m
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